
The Purpose Behind a Multi-genre paper 

As our world changes, so do the ways we look at it, think about it, and “write” about it. When we do research, we do it to find out more about something within the world, and usually this research is presented in essay form: intro, body paragraphs that include in-text citations, a conclusion, a bibliography, and copies of the sources themselves. At its worst, research can be boring, overwhelming, and even frightening. At its best, it can teach us about ourselves as readers, writers, and learners. The multi-genre paper includes the same kind of thinking about and searching for source materials, but it presents the findings in more unusual and creative ways. Its purpose is to allow you to hone your presentation and research skills in more enjoyable ways.

What a Multi-genre paper looks like


I like to think of the multi-genre paper as a type of scrapbook that tells a story (a story with a purpose or point to be made, just as a traditional paper has a thesis sentence of some kind). Each page of that story (or argument, for that matter) is a different genre: a poem, an editorial, a journal entry, a letter, a summary, an analysis, a feature article, a song, for instance. You, as the writer, get to choose most of the genres to include since you’ll be the expert on the material’s purpose in the collection. The genres representing the information you have researched should be appropriate to your audience and purpose. Creating a political cartoon about a newspaper article you read about the homeless would be an appropriate way to “re-present” the idea within that article.


What do you create these genres about? Well, for this class, yours will be about a controversial person or event from a recent time (no more than 50 years in the past). The choice is yours. What you need to do, though, is find sources (articles, artifacts) that talk about, describe, report on the situation you would find the particular person/event involved in or effected by. You need to read up on the event and/or person (those will be your sources), and then present that information in a non-traditional format. The genres will do more than merely convey information; they will need to affect the readers in a way that makes them think (reconsider or reaffirm) about the issue you are presenting.
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