English Composition   Professor Martha C. Pennington, Georgia Southern University      1

Unit on Cheating: Problems & Solutions 

Students read, prepare thought questions, and discuss the articles below in small groups and then in the class as a whole, leading to an assignment in which they write about cheating. This unit is revised from one I taught three times that raised students’ awareness of the problem of cheating in society and helped them consider possible solutions to it. Each article led to a great deal of discussion and the papers produced were very thoughtful and generally used the references well.
Thought Questions on Individual Articles
Kleiner, C., & Lord, M. (1999, November 22). Science & Ideas: The cheating game. U.S. News & World Report, pp. 55-66. Retrieved February 5, 2008 at http://www.usnews.com/usnews/culture/articles/991122/archive_002427.htm.
1. What do the authors say about cheating in the current era as compared to the past?

2. Do you think it is true, as reported in the article, that some people are confused as to what constitutes cheating? Is this confusion widespread? If so, why is it?

3. What are students’ and teachers’ attitudes and behaviors as regards cheating, according to Kleiner and Lord?

4. What is reported to be the influence of parents and the society on student cheating?

5. What is your response to the insert, “The great term-paper buying caper,” on page 63, about buying papers on the internet and about catching students who do this?

6. What is your response to the insert, “What started in elementary school…,” on page 66, and its claim that student cheaters become lifetime cheaters?

McCabe, D. (2005, Summer/Fall). It takes a village: Academic dishonesty. Liberal Education, pp. 26-31. Retrieved February 5, 2008 at http://www.aacu.org/liberaleducation/le-sufa05/le-sufa05feature2.cfm.
1. Donald McCabe is well-known for his research on cheating in education. How does he define the problem of cheating, based on his research, on pages 27-28?
2. What does McCabe say about the concerns of faculty and students about cheating on college campuses (pp. 28-29)?

3. What are some of the solutions to cheating that he offers (pp. 29-31)?

Olsen, P. R. (2008, January 6). Notebook: And out of the corner of my eye…. The New York Times, Education Life magazine, p. 38. Retrieved February 5, 2008, at http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/06/education/edlife/notebook.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=Olsen+out+of+the+corner+of+my+eye&st=nyt&oref=slogin.

1.  What is the event of cheating that the writer is still thinking about from college, and why do you think she is still thinking about this event so many years later?

2. What did the writer’s son respond to her telling him about the incident, and why do you think the mother and the son had different reactions? Could it be a generational difference? If so, what makes today different from when the mother (or your mother, or your teacher) was in college?

3. What does this university (GSU) do to try to prevent cheating?

4. Can you think of a good reason for cheating, or a situation in which cheating is possibly justified? Or do you think that any type of cheating is out, and if so, what is your reason?

Puka, B. (2005, Summer/Fall). Student cheating. Liberal Education, pp. 32-35.
[Not available on the Internet. This article is available full-text via the Henderson Library’s Electronic Journals A-Z List.  Off-campus access requires the current GALILEO password which is restricted to current Georgia Southern University faculty, staff, and students]
1. What does Puka point out to try to put cheating in college in perspective?

2. How does Puka build an argument that “there are important situations where cheating or plagiarism is not only justified, but de facto obligatory” (p. 32)? [de facto = in fact]
3. What are some of the ways Puka blames faculty for student cheating? Do you have relevant experience that makes you agree or disagree with his points?
4. Puka suggests that “adult morality” (p. 33) demands breaking rules sometimes in order to remain consistent with higher principles. Do you agree?

5. Do you think the suggestions Puka makes (p. 34) as to how teachers can keep students from cheating or plagiarizing are realistic? Why or why not?
6. What is Puka’s opinion of “the academic integrity movement” (pp. 34-35)? Do you agree?

General Questions

1. Which information about cheating in the articles did you find to be especially noteworthy, interesting, or surprising? Write down some statistics, facts, or quotations that you might use in your paper to define or describe the problem of cheating in college. 

2. What did any of the articles say about connections between cheating in college and in other facets of life?

3. What is your attitude to the information you have noted in points 1 and 2?

4. What responses or solutions to cheating in college were offered in the articles?

5. Which response(s) or solution(s) to cheating do you most agree with, and why? Which do you not agree with, and why?

6. What do you think is/are the possible way(s) to solve the problem of cheating in college, education more generally, and/or society in general?

Writing Assignment Write an essay of 750-1000 words in which you first define and describe the problem of cheating in college, education, and/or society more generally, and then offer one or more solutions, citing the sources we have read and discussed in the context of your own experience.
