Sample Term Paper Assignment Sequence
Minimalist approach (teacher has to do very little—useful for big classes/ crowded schedules)

	Wk

	Student Activities
	Product to be assessed
	Teacher activity

	1
	Come to class
	
	Assign paper and discuss goals. Hand out sample successful paper (B level).  

	2-3
	Attend resources orientation at library (could be arranged to take place outside of class time)
	Attendance
	Check attendance

	2-3
	Review list of possible topics.

Find one substantial source on each of three topics of interest.

Write a 100-word summary of each source
	300-word summary
	Glance over. Give points if done according to directions. 

	4
	Choose one topic
Outline possible sections of final paper on a 4x6 card
	4x6 card
	Glance over. Give points if done.

	4-7
	Read two sources a week about topic and write annotated bibliography  of each source read.

Go to Writing Center if necessary to learn how.
	Annotated bibliography entries of each source read.

	Glance over annotated bibliography. Give points if done according to directions.

	8
	Write draft of paper
	Draft 
	Collect. Don’t read, just save in folder. Give points if done.

	9
	Peer review papers outside of class in small groups and write suggestions for  revision for each paper.
[Don’t forget to ask questions in peer review about correct use of source material.]
	Written suggestions for revision
	Collect. Keep written suggestions for revision in folder

	10-11
	Attend writing center if necessary. Work on revisions
	Submit writing center session report
	Collect and save in folder

	12
	Submit final paper
	Term Paper
	Read and grade. Look at whole folder? 


